
A N  I R O N  L I G H T  L A B S  F I L M
I N  A S S O C I A T I O N  W I T H  O P T I M I S T



A single mother with a passion for
nursing, Lisa Creason wanted the freedom
to pursue her dreams. When an unjust law
prohibited her from doing so, she took the
fight into her own hands and ended up
opening doorways for thousands like her.



Over 30 years ago, Lisa Creason attempted to rob a
Subway cash register. She had no plan, no weapon, and
no get-away car. It was an act of desperation to feed
her infant daughter, and resulted in a criminal record
she couldn’t escape. While in nursing school, a law
passed that prevented her from becoming a nurse, her
only path out of poverty.

Lisa refused this future, and began fighting tooth-and-
nail to overturn the law. Today, because of her
determination, Lisa works as a registered nurse, saving
the lives of COVID-19 patients and fighting daily to
overturn similar laws across the United States. This film
is a story of hope, forgiveness, and the power of a do-it-
yourself attitude.
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I first met Lisa Creason by chance. But that chance meeting changed both of our lives forever. 

In 2015, Lisa read a newspaper column I had written about barriers to opportunity for ex-offenders in Illinois.
She reached out to tell me she was on a mission to destroy those barriers.

When we spoke for the first time, on the corner of LaSalle and Adams in the heart of downtown Chicago, she told
me about her dream of moving her children out of Section 8 housing, out of a dangerous neighborhood and off of
government assistance.

Most people would be content after accomplishing their life’s goal. Lisa is not most people. Her dream today is that
no mother ever has to go through the pain that she did to pursue her passion. Unfortunately, in 15 states, men and
women like Lisa are still being denied their dreams to work in health care because of their criminal record. We hope
to use her story of redemption as a tool to help change those unjust laws, just as we did in Illinois. 

That is why this film exists. Because nothing will stand between Lisa and her dream.



"One person can start a movement."
-  L I S A  C R E A S O N



19 million Americans, like Lisa, have a
felony record. 

Our impact campaign will leverage
this film as a tool to help change the
law in 15 states because everyone
deserves the right to pursue their
passion and be free to care.  
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Iron Light Labs is a nonprofit organization
that empowers purpose-driven people to
change the world. We bring powerful
stories to the forefront through film,
podcasts, and photojournalism.



Optimist is a non-profit that creates independent,
character-driven documentary films. Their films have
released globally on HBO, Netflix, Amazon, and PBS, and
have premiered at top festivals including Tribeca, DOC
NYC, and Full Frame. Over the last decade, Optimist has
inspired audiences to take action, helping to raise more than
$91 million dollars for causes around the world.
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